2      COMPENDIUM OF GEOGEAPHY AND TRAVEL

Kelat, and 230,000 in the northern division forming
the Amirate of Kabul, States more commonly known as
Baluchistan and Afghanistan respectively. But since
18*78 a large tract, about 70,000 square miles in extent,
lying beyond the natural limits of the Iranian plateau,
has been recognised as politically belonging to the Amir
of Kabul, This tract, known as Afghan Turkestan, lies
mainly between the northern scarp of the plateau and
the Upper Oxus, the boundary here following the left
bank of the river from its source on the Pamir to Khojah
Saleh. The northern frontier line runs thence across the
Dasht-i-Chul desert a little north of Maruchak on the
Murgh-ab river to Zulfikar on the Persian frontier.
Towards Persia the dividing line is purely conventional,
running, as laid down in 1905, from Koh-i-Malik Siah to
the Helinand, and thence to Zulfikar. Towards Baluchistan
the line roughly follows the 30th parallel from Persia to
within 30 miles of Quetta, whence it runs north-east to a
point on the frontier of British India. Total area nearly
300,000 square miles; population (est. 1908) 4,500,000.
One of the arrangements arrived at between the
Amir and Sir Mortimer Durand in 1894 had reference
to a more accurate determination of the frontier towards
British India. In the Khaibar section the line west of
the Sitsobi Pass, at the head of the Bara valley, will
continue to follow the crest of the hills to the Safed-
Koh, overlooking the Kuram valley. But east of Landi
Kotal the boundary line has been drawn to the Kabul river
a few miles below Fort Dakka and Lalpura. From this
point to the southern extremity of Ohitral, now included
in British territory, the boundary coincides with the
range of hills between the Mohmand country and Bajaur.
In the Kuram valley the line is traced from the Sita
Earn peak rf tBe Safed-Koh along the crest of the hills
between the Kuram and Khorb rivers as far as the latter